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Correspondence from Germany

Spremberg on the Spree, September 14,
1905

Recently, | sent you the report of
the terrible railroad accident for which a
drunken official, who on a drinking spree
the night before till Monday morning, was
arrested. He is now in jail, as well as 2
other switchmen. The railroad gate keepers
have a heavy responsibility, and in the next
court session in Cottbus their verdict will
be announced, for which we must wait.
Yes, in the next correspondence, | will
report what happened to them. Their bail
has been set at 9 million marks.

Summer is just about over and
autumn has already started. This year it
was neither dry nor wet, and everything
has done well. As I have already reported,
the hail did damage in some places.
Cucumbers are very cheap, one Mandel of
15 large cucumbers was 45 to 50 Pfennigs.
Meat is very expensive. One pound of pork
now has gone up from 50 to 80 Pfennigs
and beef is about the same.

In different places in East
Germany cases of cholera have been
reported, and many victims have
succumbed to the epidemic.

From ltaly comes the report that
there the peanuts have been wiped out in
every province.

From Spremberg it is reported that
the autumn maneuvers are being held here
in the area near Horna Wadelsdorf. All the
surrounding towns have to quarter the
cavalry on the land and on the streets
because of all the horses and infantry in
their town. This makes a great joy among
the youth and especially for the pretty sex.
The quartering in the town of Spremberg
consists of 2 infantry regiments, 2 dragoon
divisions, the bodyguards of the Hussar
regiment, and the 3 guards of the field
artillery regiment. Two guard units came
on Wednesday by train from the garrison
at Eztichgrad to be entertained in the town.
One battalion stayed in the old town and
the other in the new town on the other side
of the Spree.

Also to note is that the joy of our
town’s youth was the greater, because
none of them had ever seen such a large
number of the military, since Spremberg, a
large town, does not have a standing
military. I can still remember the time
when a battalion of the 53rd Regiment was
quartered here earlier, and that if the
Sprembergers had failed to do something
for their military stayover, it was to be
reported. Many of the esteemed Volksblatt
readers won’t remember that.

That the maneuvers now take
place is due to the work of the Town
Council.

M. H.

Translated by Ed Bernthal
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